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The resolution (S. Res. 144) was 

agreed to. 
The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows: 
S. RES. 144 

Whereas Tim Nelson called the Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation’s (FBI) Minneapolis Of-
fice at 8:30 am on Wednesday, August 15, 2001; 

Whereas Hugh Sims called the FBI’s Min-
neapolis Office at 9:30 am on Wednesday, Au-
gust 15, 2001; 

Whereas their calls set into motion the 
only United States criminal prosecution, so 
far, stemming from the attacks on our Na-
tion on September 11, 2001; 

Whereas on April 22, 2005, Zacarias 
Moussaoui pled guilty to 6 counts of con-
spiracy to commit terrorism on September 
11, 2001; and 

Whereas according to FBI officials, the ac-
tions of these 2 courageous and greathearted 
men may have saved thousands of lives and 
preempted a possible attack on the White 
House: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That it is the sense of the Senate 
that— 

(1) Tim Nelson and Hugh Sims should be 
recognized for their bravery and their con-
tributions in helping the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation detain Zacarias Moussaoui; 

(2) the United States is grateful to Tim 
Nelson and Hugh Sims for their heroism; and 

(3) we, as a nation, should continue to fol-
low their example as we fight the war on ter-
ror. 

f 

ORDERS FOR WEDNESDAY, MAY 18, 
2005 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that when the 
Senate completes its business today, it 
stand in adjournment until 9:30 a.m. on 
Wednesday, May 18. I further ask that 
following the prayer and pledge, the 
morning hour be deemed expired, the 
Journal of proceedings be approved to 
date, and the time for the two leaders 
be reserved. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

PROGRAM 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President and 
Members of the Senate, tomorrow 
morning the Senate will begin consid-
eration of the nomination of Priscilla 
Owen to be U.S. circuit court judge for 
the Fifth Circuit. We will debate the 
nomination throughout the day tomor-
row. I encourage Members who wish to 
speak on the nomination to come to 
the Senate during tomorrow’s session. 

I talked to the Democrat leader 
about the structure of the debate, and 
he will accommodate Members who de-
sire to make statements. I encourage 
Senators to contact cloakrooms if they 
would like to speak on the nomination. 
We look forward to the debate on Pris-
cilla Owen, and we hope all of the 
Members will participate. 

f 

ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. MCCONNELL. If there is no fur-
ther business to come before the Sen-
ate, I ask the Senate stand in adjourn-

ment under the previous order at the 
conclusion of the remarks of the distin-
guished Senator from Tennessee. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The Senator from Tennessee is recog-
nized. 

f 

ENERGY 
Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President, the 

matter of giving the President an up- 
or-down vote on his judicial nominees 
or, more accurately, giving the country 
an opportunity for any President to 
have what every President has always 
had, a chance for the full Senate to 
have an up-or-down vote on his nomi-
nees, is a matter of great importance 
to our country. It is not the only busi-
ness before the Senate. I would like to 
speak for a few minutes about natural 
gas prices and prices at the pump and 
how, at a time when China and India 
are buying up oil reserves around the 
world, we make sure that we have plen-
ty of energy. 

We spend, in this country, about 
$2,500 per person on energy per year. 
We are about to have a big debate and 
discussion in the Senate about how 
much we spend on energy in the future. 
The Senator from Louisiana was here a 
few minutes ago. She made an excel-
lent address. She summed up some of 
what happened today in the Senate En-
ergy Committee. It was a very good 
meeting. At one time, virtually every 
member of the Senate Energy Com-
mittee was present, even though the 
purpose of the meeting was simply for 
us to make opening statements and to 
take initial action on a few relatively 
noncontroversial matters. That is be-
cause all of us understand how impor-
tant it is. 

It is also because Chairman DOMENICI 
and Ranking Member BINGAMAN, who 
are from New Mexico, have worked un-
usually hard in creating a framework 
so that we could have a significant 
piece of legislation. To those outside 
the Senate, that may sound like a lot 
of ‘‘inside baseball,’’ but it is not. It is 
crucially important for the Republican 
majority to have listened, as Senator 
DOMENICI and the rest of us have over 
the last several months, to the views 
and attitudes of the Democratic minor-
ity and vice versa. 

What is happening in the Energy 
Committee is no accident. Senator 
DOMENICI, at the beginning of the year, 
told the Republican members of the 
committee that as he looked back over 
the last session of Congress and saw 
our failure as a Congress to grapple 
with this question of high prices at the 
gas pump, high prices for natural gas, 
which are driving manufacturing jobs 
overseas, which are raising costs for 
farmers, which are making it hard to 
heat and cool our homes, he decided he 
wanted to operate in a little bit dif-
ferent way. So we have. In a way, it is 
a good thing that we didn’t pass an en-
ergy bill last year because this one 
ought to be a lot better, a lot more ag-
gressive, and a lot bolder. 

The situation is more urgent. We 
have a better bipartisan framework, 
and we have learned a lot in the last 
year. Senator DOMENICI and Senator 
BINGAMAN have cochaired large con-
ferences on coal and natural gas, so 
Senators themselves and key staff 
members could learn about the newest 
technologies and could understand the 
facts about what are a very complex 
set of considerations so we are better 
prepared. 

I especially compliment the Senator 
from Louisiana. She mentioned the 
Americans Outdoors Act that she and I 
introduced together again yesterday. 
We introduced it in the last session of 
Congress. She has worked on major 
parts of it for the last 6 years. But basi-
cally it picks up a principle that was a 
part of President Reagan’s Commission 
on Americans Outdoors which I chaired 
20 years ago. It sought to create a 
steady stream of reliable funding for 
conservation purposes, specifically the 
Land and Water Conservation Fund, for 
city parks, for wildlife, for enjoyment 
by soccer players, by duck hunters, by 
walkers, by most Americans. 

The idea is, if we are going to drill 
for gas and oil and use up some of our 
assets, we ought to take a part of that 
and use it and put it back as an asset. 
If there is an environmental burden, 
there ought to be an environmental 
benefit. That is a very simple idea. 

She and I call it a ‘‘conservation roy-
alty,’’ and it is our hope to persuade a 
majority of the Senate, which we be-
lieve is conservation minded, that a 
majority of Americans—and we know 
there is a conservation majority in the 
United States—want us to help them 
have more places to enjoy themselves 
outdoors. 

I look forward to working with her 
on that and the conservation royalty. 

Mr. President, let me put the meet-
ing Senator DOMENICI chaired in the 
Energy Committee in this context. A 
couple weeks ago, I had a private letter 
from GEN Carl Steiner. He is a real 
American hero. He was head of the spe-
cial forces, a very brave man. He wrote 
to remind me that September 11 was a 
big surprise, but it should not have 
been. During the 1980s and 1990s, there 
were terrorist attacks on American in-
terests around the world and in our 
country itself. If we had paid attention, 
General Steiner reminded me, we 
would not have been surprised on 9/11. 

The next big surprise in this country 
will be to our pocketbooks. But it 
doesn’t have to happen. If we pay at-
tention, we already know we have the 
highest natural gas prices in the indus-
trialized world. Three or 4 years ago, 
we had the lowest natural gas prices in 
the industrialized world. Today we 
have the highest. We know gas at the 
pump is at record levels for our coun-
try. We know China and India are in-
creasing their demand for energy. We 
know that because of high prices, man-
ufacturing jobs are moving overseas, 
farmers are taking a pay cut, and con-
sumers are paying too much to heat 
and cool their homes. 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 20:50 Jan 30, 2014 Jkt 081600 PO 00000 Frm 00121 Fmt 0624 Sfmt 0634 E:\2005SENATE\S17MY5.REC S17MY5m
m

ah
er

 o
n 

D
S

K
C

G
S

P
4G

1 
w

ith
 S

O
C

IA
LS

E
C

U
R

IT
Y


		Superintendent of Documents
	2015-05-20T11:55:37-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




